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BILATERAL

Indian Private Sector: Indian company LAVA International is interested in investing in the electrotechnical industry of Uzbekistan. LAVA representatives held meeting with Uzbek State Committee on Investment. Both sides discussed about joint investment projects in the electrical industry and training of engineering students from Uzbekistan at the plants of LAVA International in India or other regions.
INTERNAL

 In compliance to the presidential decree of 30 November, 2018  the sale of a number of goods that are not labeled using a protected tag will be prohibited in Uzbekistan from August 1, 2019. The list of 54 product groups subject to mandatory labeling includes non-alcoholic and alcoholic beverages, medicines, vitamins and food additives, cosmetics and hygiene products, household chemicals, fertilizers, automotive fuel and others.

Energy Sector: In order to diversify electricity generation, Uzbekistan plans to build 4 big and 16 small hydroelectric power stations by 2024. Currently, there are two main electricity generating companies: UzbekEnergo, which generates about 90 percent of total electricity production at thermal power plants and UzbekHydroEnergo with 37 hydropower plants providing about 10 percent.

Miscellaneous:

· The government of Uzbekistan has decided to sell the controlling stake in Jizzakh Battery Plant, worth 51.78% stake (almost 94 billion soums) through Tashkent Stock Exchange. 
· In the center of Tashkent it is planned to build a multifunctional complex Tashkent Central Park, which will include a hotel, a shopping and entertainment center, a bank and other objects.

· Ukrainian drugs and pharmaceutical products began to flow into Uzbekistan again after the suspension of customs clearance, which lasted a month.
· The management of water supply and sewage systems in Uzbekistan will be transferred to private operators under PPP terms. A special surcharge is introduced to the tariffs for sewage services.

· Uzbekistan is implementing projects “Expansion of the backbone and multiservice data transmission network” and “Modernization of switching centers using IMS technology” in order to increase speed of Internet by at least 10 times and bring it to the level of the CIS countries by 2020.
· In November 2018, prices for goods and services in Uzbekistan’s consumer market on average increased by 2.3%. Services were up by 3.3%, consumer products by 2.7%, non-food products  by 1.2%.In general, over 11 months, inflation in the consumer sector was 12%.
· This year, farmers of Uzbekistan managed to harvest 6.12 million tonnes of grain, 8.66 million tones of vegetables, 2.41 million tones of potatoes and 2.3 million tonnes of cotton.
· Uzbekistan plans to employ 952,100 people in 2019, of which 200,400 citizens will be employed in foreign countries.
· Uzbekneftegaz denied reports on an explosion at the Mingbulak oil field in Namangan region.
· NURA ENERGOJIHOZ SANOATI plans to invest in creation of facilities for production of electrical products in Tashkent - energy-saving LED-lamps (US$1 million) and rechargeable batteries (US$3.8 million).
Appointments:

Mr. Bahodir Eshmuratov was appointed to the post of Chairman of the Board of Uztransgaz.

EXTERNAL

Uzbekistan- Russia: Paraglide Limited (Great Britain) and Petromaruz Capital (Russia) will create an agro-industrial cluster worth more than $ 225.8 million in the Tashkent region.

Uzbekistan- Sweden: Nordic telecoms operator Telia  had sold its stake in Uzbekistan’s Ucell for $215 million on a debt-free basis, as part of its strategy to exit its Eurasian businesses.
Uzbekistan- Iran: Iranian Zarin Taj Mahan Industry Group will invest Euro 20 million to set up yarn production facility unit (24 tons yarn per year) in Kashkadarya, Uzbekistan.
Uzbekistan- Japan: Otztsbank and Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation of Japan have signed an agreement on cooperation in the field of trade finance.

Uzbekistan- S. Korea: An Uzbek-Korean Textile Technopark (US$15 million) will begin its work in March 2019. It is a project aimed at introducing innovative ideas in the textile sector through the interaction of scientists and enterprises.
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